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REGULATIONS REGARDING REGISTRATION OF WELLS AND 

METERING OF GROUNDWATER EXTRACTIONS 

 

ADOPTED AND EFFECTIVE September 18, 2024 

UIntroduction 

The Aliso Water District, acting as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the lands 

within its service area (the “District”) has adopted the Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

for the Delta Mendota Subbasin (the “GSP”).  The GSP requires that all agricultural 

wells within the subbasin be metered to better measure groundwater extractions to 

provide more accurate data for monitoring progress toward the GSP’s sustainability 

goals.  As part of its responsibilities under the GSP, the District adopts these regulations 

to require the registering of wells and the installation of meters within its service area.  

These regulations, as amended from time to time, may be more stringent and protective 

of groundwater than required by the GSP, provided they are consistent with the 

District's powers and authorities as a GSA.  If a provision of these regulations directly 

conflicts with either law and/or the GSP, the provisions of law and/or the GSP shall 

control. 

1. Registration and Metering Required. All active wells within the District’s 

service area shall be registered as described below. Water flow meters shall be 

required for all active production wells. (Water Code §§ 10725.6, 10725.8(a)).  

Wells for domestic use that pump less than two acre-feet per year (i.e. de 

minimis extractor) are not required to meter.    

2. Registration of Wells  

(a) Existing well information.  For existing wells, Landowner shall submit the 

information listed in Exhibit AU to the District, on forms to be provided by 

the District, not later than December 31, 2024, provided that: 

(i) Well construction information (i.e., well diameter, well depth, and 

well perforated interval) for existing wells shall be submitted not 

later than December 31, 2029 (5-years following the deadline to 

register.) This extended period is to allow Landowner to collect this 

information during well and pump maintenance to reduce costs.  

(ii) Wells lacking sufficient construction data justification will be 

assigned a “composite” designation, meaning the well will be 

deemed to be drawing from both the upper and lower aquifers.  A 
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composite well may be subject to more stringent pumping 

restrictions than wells drawing solely from the upper aquifer.  

(iii) De minimis Wells – Domestic wells pumping less than two acre-feet 

per year are only required to submit location data.  

(b) New Well Information:  New wells are subject to the District’s Policy for the 

Construction of Groundwater Extraction Wells within the Aliso Water 

District and will be registered under that process.  

3. Registration of Meters: 

(a) Existing well and meter information.  For existing wells, Landowner shall 

submit the information listed in Exhibit BU to the District, on forms to be 

provided by the District, not later than December 31, 2024. 

(i) If a well is using an existing meter, Landowner shall demonstrate 

the meter to be within +/-5% accuracy by December 31, 2025. 

(b) New well construction and meter Information.  For wells drilled after the 

initial adoption of these regulations, Landowner shall submit the 

information listed in Exhibit BU to the District, on forms to be provided by 

the District, prior to actively using the well. 

4. Meter Specifications: Meters shall comply with Madera County metering 

requirements (Madera County Municipal Code Title 13, Chapter 13.101 and 

13.28).  Without limiting the foregoing: 

(a) Meters must perform when installed to an accuracy of +/- 5%. 

(b) Meters must only measure a single well. 

(c) Meters must be installed upstream of any diversion or delivery. 

(d) Flow Meter register shall display volume in acre-feet (AF) to a precision of 

hundredth of AF (0.00) and flow rate in gallons per minute (GPM)  

(e) Meter site must be accessible for inspection. 

5. Meter Installation: Meters must be installed, and facilities configured per the 

manufacturer’s specifications, including, but not limited to, requirements for 

upstream and downstream pipe lengths and diameters.   

Meters not installed per the manufacturer’s recommendations are considered 

non-conforming and must be field verified and certified by an independent 3 P

rd
P 

party using the form attached as Exhibit EU.   

6. Meter Calibration and Certification:  Meters shall be calibrated on a schedule 

determined by the District, as described below. (Water Code § 10725.8(b)) 
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(a) Initial Meter Certification. 

(i) For existing meters, Landowner shall submit the manufacturer’s 

certificate of meter calibration, if available, to the District for review 

not later than December 31, 2025.  If such certifications are not 

available, are older than 5-years, or the meter is non-conforming, 

Landowner must have the meter’s accuracy field verified and 

certified by an independent 3 P

rd
P party using the form attached as 

Exhibit EU by the same deadline.   

(ii) For new meters, Landowner shall submit the manufacturer’s 

certificate to the District not later than 60 days after installation.   

(b) Re-certification. Landowner shall submit re-certified calibration tests to the 

District at least every 5-years after the current certification date on record.  

Meter testing and calibration shall be performed by an independent certified 

testing facility (provided that a manufacturer’s certificate shall be acceptable 

following installation). Tests can either be performed by a laboratory or in the 

field using the form attached as Exhibit EU. 

7. Meter Recording and Reporting: Landowner shall record the totalizer reading 

within +/- 3-days of the end of each month during operation. Self-certified 

extraction logs (see Exhibit CU) shall be provided to the District on a quarterly 

basis, by the 15th of the following month. Recording shall begin January 1, 2025, 

with the first report due April 15, 2025.   

8. Verification:  

(a) Meter data will be compared to estimated water use amounts for the crops 

irrigated over the relevant period, with consideration for weather 

conditions.  Variances of greater than 10% between metered and 

estimated amounts will be cause for investigation. 

(b) If the variance is not explained to District’s reasonable satisfaction, 

Landowner will be determined to have pumped an amount equal to the 

estimated water use as described above.  (Water Code § 10725.8(d))  

(c) Landowner shall have the meter inspected, tested, and calibrated (or 

replaced) within 60 days of District’s written notice to the landowner. 

Following calibration, Landowner shall submit certified meter calibration 

and testing reports to the District for review. 
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9. Costs: The District shall not impose any fees for field reviews and related 

activities. Landowner shall be responsible for all costs of purchasing, installing, 

maintaining, and calibrating the meters on its groundwater wells, together with 

the costs of collecting and recording meter data. (Water Code § 10725.8(b)) 

If Landowner fails to self-report extraction volumes per Exhibit CU, District 

personnel will obtain the necessary data from the meter at Landowner’s expense.   

10. District Access to Wells and Meters:  District shall attempt to obtain 

Landowner’s consent to enter Landowner’s property, in the form attached as 

Exhibit DU. If Landowner does not consent to District’s entry on Landowner’s 

property, in writing and on terms acceptable to the District, District may obtain an 

inspection warrant from the Superior Court. (Water Code § 10725.4(c)) 

11. Data Confidentiality.  To address concerns regarding the confidentiality of 

individual well data, the raw data will remain confidential pursuant to Government 

code §7927.300 and Water Code §10730.8, except when disclosure is required 

by State law or court order.  Aggregate pumping data and data from specific 

monitoring wells is submitted to the State as required by law. 

12. Enforcement.  A person who violates these regulations shall be liable for a civil 

penalty not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) plus one hundred dollars 

($100) for each additional day on which the violation continues if the person fails 

to comply within 30 days after the District (at the direction of the Board of 

Directors) has notified the person of the violation.  (Water Code §10732).  The 

District may also file suit to obtain any other remedies available to it at law. 

13. Appeal. A landowner may appeal to the District if they are unable to comply with 

the regulations.  The landowner must submit an appeal letter in writing to the 

District, expressing their inability to comply with the regulations along with any 

supporting materials. The Board of Directors will consider the appeal by the next 

regular board meeting.   

14. Submittals. Required documents shall be emailed to the District at 

info@alisowdgsa.org. 
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EXHIBIT A 

Existing Well Enrollment Form 
 

Owner Name:  

Owner Representative:  Email Address:  Phone Number:  
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Evidence of Well Construction Info*  

(check all that apply and attach) 
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*Evidence of well construction information must be submitted by December 31, 2029 

**Acceptance of evidence categorized as “other” is at the discretion of the District 

***Di Minimis Wells - Domestic wells pumping less than 2 AF/yr are only required to submit GPS Coordinates but may submit more information if available. 

 

I have reviewed and agree to comply with the current Regulations Regarding Registration of Wells and Metering of Groundwater Extractions.  I understand that any well without 
construction information will be assigned “composite” well designation.  I also understand that I have the responsibility to provide well construction information by December 31, 
2029. Failure to do so may result in enforcement actions. 

   

Printed Name Signature Date 
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Evidence of Well Construction Info*  

(check all that apply and attach) 
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(Example) 

1-A 
36.12345, -120.09876 14 100 - 150 250 - 350 400 - 600 Yes No ✓ ✓  

(Example) 

26C 
36.54321, -120.56789 16 150 - 350 400 - 525 N/A No Yes    ✓ (construction invoice) 

(Example) 

B-99 
36.54321, -120.56789 ? ? ? ? Yes  No    

(Example) 

House 1*** 
36.54321, -120.56789 N/A N/A N/A N/A No No 
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EXHIBIT B 

Meter Enrollment Form 
Fill in table below: 

Owner Name  

Owner Representative  

Email Address  

Phone Number  

Well Name  

Well GPS Coordinates 36.__ __ __ __ __  -120.__ __ __ __ __ 

Meter Make and Model  

Meter Type (Mag, prop, etc.)  

Meter Diameter  

Meter Serial Number  

Date of Calibration  

Totalizer reading  On date: 

 
Provide the following Attachments: 

 Picture of site depicting well head, discharge piping, and that no take-offs exist 

upstream of the flow meter. 

 Picture of installed meter clearly showing the register and measurement units for 

the flow indicator and totalizer (e.g., GPM and AF) 

 Picture of the meter serial number 

 Meter Accuracy Verification: 

o New meters: Manufacturer Calibration Report (or Similar) 

o Existing or non-conforming meters: Exhibit E - Installed Meter Accuracy 

Verification Form 

 Exhibit D - Access Agreement (may already be on file) 

 

I have reviewed and agree to comply with the current District Regulations Regarding the 
Registration of Wells and Metering of Groundwater Extractions.  I understand that I have the 
responsibility to self-report extraction volumes of all wells and to verify flow meter accuracy, and 
that failure to do so may result in enforcement actions. 
   

Printed Name Signature Date 
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EXHIBIT C 

Quarterly Extraction Log 

 

Farming Entity Name: ___________________________ 
 

 Month  Month  Month  

Well 

Name 

Date 

(M/D/Y) 

Totalizer Reading 

(AF) 

Date 

(M/D/Y) 

Totalizer Reading 

(AF) 

Date 

(M/D/Y) 

Totalizer Reading 

(AF) 

       

       

       

       

Notes/Comments: 

Note:  Totalizer reading must be collected within +/- 3 days of month end. 

Check one: 

 Meters were NOT replaced during this period, or 

 Meters were replaced during this period and enclosed is a new meter enrollment form. 

By providing your signature below you are certifying that the information above is accurate and consistent with the District’s current metering 

policy. 

Signature  Date 

   

Printed Name   
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EXHIBIT D 

Standard Access Agreement 
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EXHIBIT E 

Installed Meter Accuracy Verification Form 
 

Owner and Well Information 

Owner Name  

Owner Representative  

Email Address  

Phone Number  

Well Name  

Well GPS Coordinates 36.__ __ __ __ __  -120.__ __ __ __ __ 
 

Owner’s Flow Meter Information 

Meter Make and Model  

Meter Type (Mag, prop, etc.)  Meter Diameter  

Meter Serial Number  

 

Certifier’s Flow Meter Information 

Meter Make and Model  

Meter Type (Mag, prop, etc.)  Meter Diameter  

Meter Serial Number  

 

Flow Test Data 
Time Certifier Meter Totalizer Owner Meter Totalizer 

0 mins (A) (X) 

____ mins (B)  (Y) 

Total C=B–A=  Z=Y–X =  

 

Accuracy = (Z-C)/C * 100 = _______% 
(must be less than +/-5% to be accepted) 

 

Certifier’s Statement 

Name of Field Certifier  

Certifier’s Business and Address 
 
 
 

I certify that the information provided in this report is complete and accurate to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

Signature : Date : 

 


