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Minutes
GSA-GSP Meeting

Aliso Water District

January 28, 2025
Board members present:
President Roy Catania Secretary Bernard Puget Treasurer Michael Logoluso
Director Matthew Toste Director Jeremy Seibert (by phone, not eligible to participate)
Public present or by telephone:
Joe Hopkins Grecia Enns Dave Holland Rick Iger
Teresa Buchanan John Gaugel Santiago Jacobo

1. Callto Order:
President Roy Catania called the meeting to order at 3:03 P.M.

2. Approval of minutes of the Regular GSA-GSP meeting of November 13, 2024

M/S Matt Toste and Michael Logoluso to approve the minutes of Regular GSA-GSP meeting of

November 13, 2024
Director Catania Aye
Director Logoluso Aye
Director Puget Aye
Director Seibert Absent
Director Toste Aye

The President then publicly announced the motion passed.

3. Well Meter and Registration process update
Joe Hopkins provided an update on the response to the new well meter and registration policy.
The policy became effective September 18, 2024. The District provided Exhibit A to all growers
with a deadline of December 31, 2024. The District has received roughly 70% of the growers
information. Hopkins does not recommend enforcing the penalty at this time given the current
circumstances and responses. He recommends following up with a district wide email relaying
that the Board will not enforce penalties until March 31, 2025, at which point growers can
submit an appeal should they not be able to comply. The charge to growers would become
effective after March 31, 2025. The Board recommends sending last requests for exhibits
through Certified mail.
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M/S Bernard Puget and Matthew Toste to delay enforcement of the penalty to March 31, 2025

Director Catania Aye
Director Logoluso Aye
Director Puget Aye
Director Seibert Absent
Director Toste Aye

The President then publicly announced the motion passed.

4. Pumping Limit Policy Update
Hopkins provided an update to the pumping limit policy. Comments were received on the
framework presented in November 2024. A discussion was held around 4 themes:

1. Long- term funding sustainability if program is based on penalties

2. Does the 60/40 proportion in composite wells change with time, and who decides if it is
challenged.

3. Accuracy of target pumping rates, and

4, Treating program as an allocation, not a limit, and allow marketing and carryover

Regarding funding sustainability, Hopkins discusses that we have flexibility in our
implementation approach, and should be cautious to not over-commit. As a fall back, a Prop 218
election could be held in the future when the situation is less dynamic and more predictable.
Regarding the 60/40 split evaluation, Hopkins suggested dispute resolutions in the policy.
Regarding target accuracy, Hopkins reiterated that these are targets based on low resolution
models for our area, and that the true measure of sustainability will be no undesireable results,
and that the policy is structured with annual incremental change to increase or decrease the
limit. Finally, regarding treating the Policy as an allocation instead of a pumping limit, Hopkins
expressed his concern that at the early stage he did not want to use “allocation” as it gave a
sense of ownership to an asset that is not well defined. Treating as a fee structure limits
exposure to the current year. However, Hopkins see the potential of modifications in the future
to allow allocations, marketing of water, and extended carryover periods. Hopkins recommends
a special meeting in 3 weeks to come back and approve a policy based on the comments and
discussion

5. Well Permit Verification Status
Hopkins provided a status update on the eight active well permits. The remaining wells have
outstanding post-construction submittals. Staff will continue to follow up monthly with active
permits. It is understood that PG&E delays are affecting completion.

6. Water Rights Update
Hopkins reported that regular meetings are being held with SWRCB. At this time staff are
evaluating seepage values and attempting to resolve protests. Once ready, the SWRCB will
perform a water availability analysis with an internal tool of theirs. Concurrently, staff is trying
to coordinate with the CVFPB to discuss flood triggers and coordination of CVFPB with SWRCB.
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7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

Chowchilla Bypass Project Update

Hopkins reported that the basin design is complete. The NRCS grant came through with an
$891,000 grant, and the District is working on the easement still. The NRCS money will be used
to build the basin. The DWR grant will be used for the turnout work. The design team submitted
turnout plans to the Central Valley Flood Protection Board and Lower San Joaquin Levee District.
Geotech boring has been completed. A 1602 permit is being reviewed by CDFW. The District has
demonstrated that it is exempt from permits from the Army Corps and RWQCB (404/401) which
satisfies the CVFPB requirements.

GSP Implementation Update

Hopkins reported that the single GSP was submitted and a probationary hearing is tentatively
scheduled for June 2025. The District can expect a report and public hearing from SWRCB. The
District continues discussions with SWRCB on GSP concerns especially regarding domestic well
mitigation for water quality concerns. Aliso is the Subbasin Committee Chair beginning March 1,
2025 through February 28, 2026. Hopkins provided an update on subsidence in the District.

Grant Update

Joe Hopkins presented the status of the DWR Round 1 SGMA grants. It was extended to April
2026. The Chowchilla Bypass Project still has the full $1,000,000 available since the money is
allocated for construction only. The Data Gaps Project has been completed with the monitor
well construction completion that utilized the $134,000 grant fund (Those funds have been
received). The GSP Revision funds have a remaining budget of roughly $17,000 which can be
allocated toward the Single GSP. The Composite Well Pumping Study in in progress with a
budget of $45,000. The District will receive $891,000 from NRCS. The District is eligible to apply
for an additional $900,000 from NRCS in the new fiscal year, which it will apply for.

Data Collection Efforts
a. February 1-15-Spring Depth to Water (District Wide)
b. February 14-28, 2025- WQ (only representative sites)

To align with the new GSP, going forward, water quality will be collected twice a year and water
level will be collected four times a year.

Other business to come before the Board
a. No other business.

Public comment
There was no public comment.

Next meeting April 22, 2025

Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 4:40 P.M.
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